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The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian 

Dear students, 

In this portfolio you can find all the tasks that I would like you to do while reading the “Part-Time 

Indian”. I chose these tasks for three reasons: first, to help you profit as much as possible from the 

novel; second, to learn how to write texts like a summary or a book review; and third, your portfolio 

will help me give you a grade at the end of the school year. 

Don’t worry, you don’t have to do all the tasks at once! Some tasks are a “work in progress”, that 

means that you complete the tasks while you read the book. Add new information to the task when 

you find it in a chapter. And I divided the novel into five parts, so if you read one part per week and 

do the given tasks for that week, it won’t be too much work. You find the worksheets attached to the 

reading plan.  

In the end you have to hand in your portfolio.  

 Collect your texts in a folder. 

 Design a creative cover page for your portfolio.   

 Include a table of contents. This means, of course, that you need to number the pages. 
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Reading plan  

week chapters pages tasks  done 

week 1: 
 
18 May – 
24 May 

Black-Eye-of-the-Month Club 
Why Chicken Means So Much to Me 
Revenge Is My Middle Name 
Because Geometry Is Not a Country 
Somewhere Near France 

pp. 5 – 33 Basic tasks:  
1. Reading log (wh-questions) 

2. Character map 

3. Indian life today  

Extra task: Junior’s Fact File  
Complete Junior’s fact file using only 
information you find the first part 
(chapters 1-4). 

 

week 2: 
 
25 May – 
31 May 

Hope Against Hope 
Go Means Go 
Rowdy Sings the Blues 
How to Fight Monsters 
Grandmother Gives Me Some Advice 
Tears of a Clown 

pp. 34 – 71 Basic tasks:  
1. Reading log (wh-questions) 
2. Character map 
3. Indian life today  

Extra task: Summary  
Write a summary of Junior’s discussion 
with Mr. P (“Hope Against Hope”, pp. 
34-44). 

 

week 3: 
 
01 June – 
07 June 

Halloween 
Slouching Toward Thanksgiving 
My Sister Sends Me an E-Mail 
Thanksgiving 
Hunger Pains 
Rowdy Gives Me Advice About Love 
Dance, Dance, Dance 
Don’t Trust Your Computer 

pp. 72 – 122 Basic tasks:  
1. Reading log (wh-questions) 
2. Character map 
3. Indian life today  

Extra task: Gordy’s Fact File  
Complete Gordy’s fact file using the 
information you find in the third part 
(chapters 11-18). 

 

week 4: 
 
08 June – 
14 June 

My Sister Sends Me a Letter 
Reindeer Games 
A Partridge in a Pear Tree 
Red versus White 
Wake 
Valentine Heart 

pp. 123 – 
163 

Basic tasks:  
1. Reading log (wh-questions) 
2. Character map 

3. Indian life today 

 

week 5:  
15 June – 
21 June 

In Like A Lion 
Rowdy and I Have a Long and Serious 
Discussion about … 
Because Russian Guys Are Not Always 
Geniuses 
My Final Freshman Year Report Card 
Remembering 
Talking About Turtles 

pp. 164 – 
210 

Basic tasks:  
1. Reading log (wh-questions) 
2. Character map 
3. Indian life today 

 

 

 

Please note: 
- Tasks 1 to 3 are the basic tasks and cover the entire novel, so you need to complete them as you read! The 

tasks will be explained in more detail below.  
- You have to work on one extra task a week (except for week 4 and 5).  
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Task 1: Reading Log 

For every chapter, answer the “wh-questions”: 

- who appears in the chapter? 

- where are they? 

- when? (for example, “at Christmas”, “in September” etc.) 

- what happens? 

Also, write down anything that you find important! Keywords are okay for the reading log. 

 

Task 2: Junior’s relatives and other Indians on the Rez and 

the people at Reardan High School 

In the novel, Junior talks about many friends and relatives on the Rez and meets new people at 

Reardan High School. Complete the mind map with the names of the characters and how they are 

connected to Junior. 

 

Task 3: Indian life today 

Collect information about Wellpinit and Indian life on the Spokane Indian Reservation! What is life on 

an Indian reservation like? Write keywords! You can also research information in the Internet. 
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Task 2: Junior’s relatives and other Indians on the Rez and 

the people at Reardan High School 

Complete the mind map with the names of the characters and use arrows to show how they are 

connected to Junior. You can use different arrows or symbols to show the different relationships! 
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Task 3: Indian life today 

1. What is his life on the reservation like?  

 

 

 

 

 

2. Are there any difficulties resulting from his living conditions on the reservation? Don’t forget 

to include the page and lines which contain the information! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Junior starts realising positive effects of his life on a reservation after he has changed to 

another school. Can you describe his chancing perspective on his family ties? Don’t forget to 

include the page and lines which contain the information! 

 

 

 

 

Volunteer – task 

Do a little research on the internet to find out more about the life on a reservation. Please note down 

where you got your information from.  
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Extra task: Junior’s Fact File (week 1) 

Complete Junior’s fact file using only information you find the first part (chapters 1-4)! 

While reading The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian, write down as much information 

about Junior, the protagonist and narrator, as you can find. Don’t forget to write down the number 

of the page and the line(s) where you have found some information!  



S. Alexie: The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian 

Extra task: Summary (week 2) 

Write a summary of Junior’s discussion with Mr. P (“Hope Against Hope”, pp. 34-44).  

 

How to write a summary 
 

1. Read the task very carefully! You usually do not have to summarize the whole text. 
 

2. Read the text and look for the aspects that the task asks for! 
 

3. Write an introduction which includes: What type of text is it? (newspaper article, 
short story, novel, …)  Who wrote the text? When was the text published? What is the 
title of the text? What is the topic of the text? 
 
e.g. The given extract (Auszug) of the fantasy novel Harry Potter and the Philosopher‘s 
stone, written by J.K. Rowling published in 1997 deals with a young wizard who 
spends his first year at Hogwarts. 
 

4. Write your summary in the present tense! 
 

5. Do not (!!) include your own opinion! 
 

6. Use your own words. 
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Extra task: Gordy’s Fact File (week 3) 

Complete Gordy’s fact file using only information you find the third part (chapters 11-18). 

While reading The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian, write down as much information 

about Gordy, the protagonist and narrator, as you can find. Don’t forget to write down the number 

of the page and the line(s) where you have found some information!  


